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SAPROMYZIDJE.
No oral vibrissse ;   subcosta present.

Shiny yellowish or black flies, rarely more than one-third of
an inch in length. The female has a long, slender ovipositor.
The wings are sometimes clouded.

The larvae live in decaying vegetable matter. In form they
are slender, roughened by small bristles. The penultimate
segment has four conical processes, and the terminal one two
three-jointed processes, between which is the stigmatic tube.

AGKOMYZIDJE.

Arista bare or pubescent ; oral vibrissae usually present ;
subcosta indistinct or absent.

Minute to small blackish or greyish flies, to be found all over
the world.

The larvae creep about like those of geometrid moths. Most
of them mine the stems or leaves of plants, but a few live in the
galls of other insects. Howlett (1909) records a species of
Leucops as being predaceous, and according to Essig (1915)
Cryptochcetum iceryce is parasitic on Icerya purckasi in California.

Several species are recorded as pests on grasses (e.g. Agromyza
atra), on Leguminosce (e.g. Agromyza phaseoli on beans in
N.S.W.), on Cruciferce (e.g. Phytomyza affinis and A. diminuta),
and on asparagus (A. simplex). C. T. Greene (1914) gives an
account of Agromyza pruinosa, which mines the cambium of
birch trees in America.

Arista bare or slightly pubescent ; oral vibrissae rarely
present ; frons bristly above or altogether bare ; median
and anal cells absent.

Small to minute flies, common about grass and meadow
land. Usually they are coloured yellow or yellow and black,
which serves to distinguish them from the Drosophilidce.
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